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Irish Poe 
To this day, Poe’s birthplace of Boston continues to host the largest population of 
Irish descendants in the United States.  Through his paternal side, Poe boasts Irish 
ancestry, including his highly respected grandfather General David Poe.  The 
tensions between the Irish and English in Boston continued into Poe’s day, and one 
may even suspect, either consciously or unconsciously, that these national conflicts 
impacted Poe’s adverse relationships with the Transcendentalists.  For this panel, 
papers are invited that explore the role of the Irish in Poe’s tales, poetry, and 
criticism.  These analyses may be as overt as New Historical or New Critical 
exploration of the appearance of Irish characters in such tales as “Why the Little 
Frenchman Wears His Arm in a Sling” or “The Business Man” or as subtle as 
deconstructionist readings of other works that criticize Boston and/or England.  All 
theoretical approaches are welcome.  Please send a one-page abstract in Word to 
Amy Branam at abranam@frostburg.edu by January 14, 2013. 
Please put "PSA-Irish" in the subject line. 
 
 
Poe and Place 
Although his peregrinations did not take him to such exotic destinations as Greece 
or Russia, as James Russell Lowell’s February 1845 biographical portrait in 
Graham’s Magazine (whose details had been provided by Poe) led many readers to 
believe, Edgar Allan Poe did live by his pen in the most important literary centers of 
early nineteenth-century America, and, as a boy, he travelled with the Allans to 
England, where he saw London and was educated at Stoke-Newington. Indeed, 
Edgar Allan Poe was closely associated with the great publishing cities of his day—
Boston, Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York—and others besides, both 
professionally and personally. Poe was influenced by his physical and intellectual 
environment, and he helped to shape the course of literary history through his 
reviews, essays, tales, and poetry. For this panel, papers are invited that offer 
approaches to teaching Poe—his life, relationships, works, reception, and 
influence—as related to the cities or places in which he lived and/or about which he 
wrote. All pedagogical or theoretical approaches are welcome.  Please send a one-
page abstract in Word or Pages to Philip Phillips at philip.phillips@mtsu.edu by 
January 14, 2013. 
Please put "PSA-Poe and Place" in the subject line. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Amy Branam and Philip Phillips, Members-at-Large, Poe 
Studies Association Executive Committee 
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