
 

SPANISH NEWS 
Professor Gastón Alzate 

From Fall quarter 2010 to Spring 
quarter 2011, Professor Gastón 
Alzate published various essays in 
scholarly volumes and academic 
journals.  These include 
"Capocomicato y cannovaccio: el 
cabaret de Tito Vasconcelos" 
(Current Trends in Latino and Latin 
American Performing Arts, edited 
by Beatriz Rizk, Ediciones Universal, 
Miami, 2010); Masculinidades 
híbridas: Francis y el teatro de 
revista mexicano" (Logos: Facultad 
de Filosofía y Humanidades, 
Universidad de La Salle, Bogotá, 
2010); “Fiesten, una pastorela 
multitudinaria de Las Reinas 

Chulas” (Letras Femeninas, 2011); 
"Carlos Mayolo: una vida contra 
los libretos establecidos" (Revista 
de Estudios Colombianos (2011); 
and "El fin de la simulación: 
comentarios al cabaret masivo de 
Jesusa Rodríguez y Liliana Felipe 
(Las mujeres y la escena 
mexicana, edited by Claudia Gidi, 
Universidad Veracruzana/El 
Milagro México, 2011). He also 
published various book reviews: 
Cuerpos disidentes del México 
imaginado by Rosa Blanco Cano 
(Chasqui, June 2011); and Stages 
of Conflict, edited by Diana Taylor 
and Sarah J. Townsend, and 

Teatralidades de la memoria by 
Alicia Del Campo (both in Latin 
American Perspectives, July 2011).  

As co-Editor of the KARPA 
Journal (Dissident Theatricalities, 
Visual Arts, and Culture) he 
released Karpa 3.2 (Summer 2010), 
which includes texts by 
performance artists Violeta Luna 
and Elia Arce, and essays by Vivian 
Martínez-Tabares (Conjunto 
Magazine, Cuba), Monica Ribeiro 
(Federal University of Minas Gerais), 
and storyteller Nicolas 
Buenaventura (France-Colombia). 
The next number is a double issue 
(Karpa 4.1-4.2) to be released in 
summer 2011, and will include texts 
by Ileana Diéguez, Alvaro 
Villalobos, Soulyname Mbdoj, and 
Iveta Duskova, among others.  

In Spring 2011, Professor  Alzate 
was invited to Prague, to give a 
lecture on Jesusa Rodriguez as 
part of a symposium on 
IberoAmerican theater and 
cultures, and to teach three 
undergraduate and graduate 
courses courses for the Theater 
program at Charles University. In 
2010 Professor Alzate became part 
of the editorial board of Moringa: 
teatro e dança (journal of the 
Department of Performing Arts at 
the University of Paraíba, Brazil.  
During 2011 he has been a 
research fellow at the international 
Research Center on Interweaving 
Performance Cultures based at the 
Free University (Berlin, Germany).  
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Professor Pablo Baler 

As a board member of the Center 
for Contemporary Poetry and 
Poetics at CSULA, Professor Baler  
organized in  November 2010, the 
event "Transpoetics" featuring 
presentations by American poets 

Willis and Tony Barnstone.   
In February 2011, he organized 

another event called "Discourses 
on Metadiscourses: 21st Century 
Poetics" featuring three 
presentations by novelist Mark 
Axelrod, philosopher Anthony 
Cascardi and poet Timothy Steele. 

He  produced and directed, 
together with experimental 
filmmaker Matt Losada, a 45 
minute interview with José Kozer 
entitled “Entre la anecdota y el 
anacoluto” (The online version can 
be seen at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=vVxW3tz6Pmw). This interview is 

starting to be used across 
campuses in classes dedicated to 
the life and work of José Kozer.  

In addition, he  created (in 
conjunction with Communication 
Department Professor Jon 
Beaupre) the online news outlet 
QueOndas.org, run by CSULA 
students of his  Spanish Journalism 
courses. News articles featuring this 
venture came out in the "University 
Times", Cal State L.A. Today, "The 
Ear", Entre Familia.net, La Opinion 
section "Ciudad y California", 
Hispanicla.com, and "Hispanic 

“Discourses on Metadiscourses” presentors, left to right: Mark Axelrod (Professor 
of English and Comparative Literature at Chapman University) , Anthony Cascardi 

(Dean of Arts and Humanities at U.C. Berkeley), Timothy Steele (Professor of 
English, CSULA), with Professor Baler. 
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Outlook in Higher Education."  
On February 1, 2011,  Diario de 

Cuba published  Professor Baler's 
short story "Cita a Ciegas" from his 
short story collection in progress 
entitled: Sujetos a la Nada: 
cuarenta cuentos incontables. He 
is  currently editing an international 
anthology of essays entitled The 
Next Thing: Art in the 21st Century, 
that will be published in Spring 
2012 by Roman & Littlefield under 
the Fairleigh Dickinson University 
Press imprint. The illustrated essays 
will include contributions by such 
world renown artists and authors 
like Stelarc, Mieke Bal, Maurice 
Benayoun, Polona Tratnik, Eduardo 
Kac, Siegfried Zielinski, Glenn 
Harper, and Sue Golding among 
others. 

In June 2011, Professor Baler  
was invited to participate at the 
39th colloquium of the Slovenian 
Society of Aesthetics in Koper, 
Slovenia. The theme of the 
colloquium was "Contemporaneity 
in Art". The title of his  presentation 
was: "The Aesthetics of Metastasis: 
The Ontological Shift of the 21st 
Century". 

He also  participated as 
moderator at the Octavio Paz 
Conference in May 2010; he  
moderated the session “Octavio 
Paz: Poetry, Art, and Collective 
Creation” with panelists Helena 
Dunsmoor, Paula Park, and Jaime 
Perales Contreras. Finally, Professor 
Baler moderated a roundtable at 
the The Latino Book & Family 
Festival (October 2010), a festival 
that has promoted literacy in the 
Latino community since 1997. 

Continued on page 4 
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Professor Domnita 
Dumitrescu  

Domnita Dumitrescu deserves 
congratulations on her 2011 
election as Corresponding 
Member of the North American 
Academy of the Spanish 
Language (ANLE), which is 
affiliated with the Royal Academy 
of the Spanish Language in Spain, 
and one of the 22 Spanish 
language academies that 
integrate the  Association of 
Academies of the Spanish 
Language around the world.  

As President of the Commission 
on the Sociolinguistic Study of 
Spanish in the United States, she is 
currently coordinating and  will 
begin editing the book entitled: El 
español en Estados Unidos: E 
pluribus unum? Un enfoque 
multidisciplinario, which will be 
published by ANLE and has, 

among its co-authors, many 
famous  researchers   in this field, 
from the United States and 
abroad. 

Her book, Aspects of Spanish 
Pragmatics, was published in April 
2011 by Peter Lang, New York. 
Here is the description of the book, 
based on the publication 
announcement sent by the 
publisher. 

“This collection of essays on 
Spanish pragmatics can be 
understood in its broadest sense in 
Jacob L. Mey's words as «the study 
of the conditions of human 
language use in a societal 
context.» The essays, which can be 
read independently from one 
another, revolve around three key 
areas within the Anglo-American 
school of pragmatics: speech acts, 
conversation, and politeness as 
sociocultural manifestations of 
communication. The first part of 
the book emphasizes the study of 
politeness in different Spanish-
speaking communities, paying 
special attention to the realization 
of polite speech acts and their 
cross-cultural and cross-linguistic 
implications, as well as the face-
work that interlocutors conduct in 
casual conversations and other 
communicative settings. The 
second part expands the topic of 
politeness strategies to the study of 
new contexts (such as echo 
questions and conversational 
repairs) and addresses other 
language phenomena that can 
be best explored from a 
pragmalinguistic perspective, such 
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as evidentiality, mitigation, 
contrastive emphasis, and 
topicality and discourse salience. 
The examples (with the exception 
of a few literary quotes) proceed 
from naturally occurring data or 
were collected through 
questionnaires, and represent a 
wide range of colloquial 
«Spanishes,» from Peninsular to 
Latin American, from monolingual 
to bilingual, and from native to 
heritage to second language 
learners' varieties. The empirical 
nature of Aspects of Spanish 
Pragmatics will appeal to a wide 

range of readers interested in the 
use of Spanish for real-life 
communicative interactions, as 
well as in the topic of intercultural 
communication and the teaching 
of authentic language to students 
of Spanish in the United States.” 

Other Dumitrescu’s  recent 
publications are: “Estrategias de 

cortesía y gestión de imagen en 
entrevistas con jóvenes 
caribeños”, in: Estudios sobre 
lengua, sociedad y cultura:  
homenaje a Diana Bravo, ed. by  
María Bernal and Nieves 
Hernández-Flores. Stockholm 
University:  Department of Spanish, 
Portuguese and Latin American 
Studies, 2010, pp.78-106 (print 
edition);  “Cortesía ritual en 
español y rumano: el caso de los 
deseos”, in:  Español Actual, 
vol.94, 2010, pp.91-122, pp. 81-122; 
G. Piña Rosales et al. (eds.), 
Hablando bien se entiende la 
gente, in: Hispania vol. 94.1,2011, 
pp.  220-222 (book review).  

Her article,  “Rum. Cică vs. esp. 
Dizque: Polifonía e 
intertextualidad”, is due to appear  
soon in: Polifonía e 
intertextualidad en el diálogo, ed. 
by Clara Ubaldina Lorda),Madrid, 
Arco Libros,  2011 (Anejo 6 de la 
revista Oralia). 

Among the presentations she 
made before professional 
audiences since the summer of 
2010 are: 

“Dizque en el español 
americano,” 92thAnnual 
Conference of the AATSP, 
Guadalajara, México, July 10-13, 
2010 (also presented, in an 
extended version at the  39th 
annual  conference of LASSO – 
Linguistic Association of the 
Southwest-  Las Cruces, New 
Mexico, October  7-10, 2010); 
“Cortesía ritual en español y 
rumano: el caso de los deseos”, 
26th Congreso Internacional de 

Lingüística y Filología Románicas”, 
Valencia, Spain,   September 6-11, 
2010; “El español  (y el rumano) en 
los Estados Unidos: metamorfosis, 
controversia y pedigrí,” invited 
conference at  the University of  
Alicante, Spain,  September 14, 
2010. (this conference will be 
published  in the forthcoming 
Boletín de la Academia 
Norteamericana de la Lengua 
Española, vol.14); ”Cortesía 
codificada vs. Cortesía 
interpretada en español,” Fall 2010 
meeting of the AATSP  Southern 
California chapter, Occidental 
College, CA, October 30, 
2010;“Sobre el llamado ‘leísmo de 
cortesía’ en Hispanoamérica” (co-
authored with   Mircea-Doru 
Brânza, from the University of 
Bucharest),  V Coloquio 
Internacional del Programa EDICE 
(Estudios sobre el discurso de 
cortesía en español), Universidad 
del Atlántico, Baranquilla, 
Colombia, December ,6-10, 2010 
(the paper was peer-reviewed and 
accepted for publication in the 
Proceedings  of the Conference); 
“Spanglish: What’s in a name?” 
MLA Annual Convention, Los 
Angeles, January 3-6, 2011;  “The 
representation of regional Spanish 
speech in literary dialogues”, 
Dialogue and Representation: 13th 
Conference of the International 
Association for Dialogue Analysis, 
April 26-30, University of Montréal, 
Québec,Canada (this paper has 
been submitted for peer-review 
and publication in the Proceedings 
of the conference). 

Continued on page 5 
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She moderated sessions at all 
of the above conferences in 
which she participated, and, in 
addition, she organized and 
introduced the session on “La 
labor de la Academia 
Norteamericana de la Lengua 
Española”(interview with the ANLE 
director, Gerardo Piña-Rosales) at 
the Spring meeting of theAATSP 
Southern California Chapter, April 
16. 2011, USC, and she moderated 
sessions at the international 
conferences on Modernity, 
Critique and Humanism (February 
2011) and  Sor Juana Inés de la 
Cruz (May 2011) held on the 
CSULA  campus. 

Last but not least, in January 
2011 Professor Dumitrescu has 
been appointed, for a three-year 
term, Book/Media Review of 
Hispania, the scholarly journal of 
the American Association of 
Teachers of Spanish and 
Portuguese. She is soliciting, editing 
and approving reviews of pan-
Hispanic/Luso-Brazilian literary and 
cultural studies, studies in Spanish 
and Portuguese linguistics and 
language, media materials, and  
fiction and film. She will finish at the 
end of 2011 her three-year term as 
College University representative 
on the Executive Committee of this 
organization, but she will continue 
her work as liaison person between 
the AATSP and  Sigma Delta Pi. In 
this capacity, she recently 
participated in the selection of the 
first winner of the newly created  
joint Sigma Delta Pi/ AATSP Award 
for an outstanding undergraduate 
student of Spanish whose  Sigma 

Delta Pi adviser is an AATSP 
member. The winner is  Juan  
Esteban Villegas, from Montclair 
University. 

Professor Alejandro 
Solomianski 

During the years 2009-11, 
Professor  Solomianski has made 
several presentations, among 
them “Otras voces: nuevas 
identidades en la frontera sur de 
California” (May, 20, 2010), with 
the active participation of 
numerous students (Ana Cecilia 
Iraheta, Rocío Cruz, Sofía Wolhein, 
Marisol Montaño and others). In 
collaboration  with Professor  Elena 
Retzer, he  organized  (in May 
2011) the showing  of the Oscar 
winning  Argentine film El secreto 
de sus ojos, with an introduction 
and a session of Q&A after the 
film. Both events took place at 
CSULA, and were very well 
attended.   

Professor Solomianski  
published “Torture and Nation: A 
Diachronic Map of Argentine 
Violence” Hispanic Issues On Line 
4.1 -2009, pp. 191-209 (University of 
Minnesota Press); “Ultimos saludos 
al compañero y maestro: primeros 
balances póstumos,”, A 
contracorriente ,Vol.8, No.1, Fall 
2010, pp.423-430; “Gabino Ezeiza  
y su recuperación dentro del 
imaginario de la identidad 
nacional argentina”, Cincinnatti 

Romance Review, Vol. 30 (2011), 
pp. 53-68. His book  Otras voces: 
Nuevas identidades en la frontera 
sur de California ,which includes 
collaborations from fourteen 
CSULA students,  was published on 
May 2011, (North Carolina State 
University: Editorial A 
Contracorriente), and will be 
reviewed in the journal Hispania. 
 

Continued from page 4 
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Professor María Márquez 

Professor María Márquez, our 
junior colleague in Spanish, was 
very active in the Department in 
several capacities, but she 
distinguished herself more than 
anything  else in her  tireless and 
dedicated work as the new Sigma 
Delta Pi adviser, and as co-
organizer of an international 
conference on campus. Here is 
the description of the two events 
that she wrote for this newsletter. 

 
ΣΔΠ  ( SIGMA DELTA PI) 
 

Established in 1919 at the 
University of California, Berkeley, 
the Hispanic Honor Society Sigma 
Delta Pi honors those who have 
completed three years of study of 

college-level Spanish, including at 
least three semester hours of a 
course in Hispanic literature or 
Hispanic culture and civilization 
with a minimal grade point 
average of 3.0 in all Spanish 
courses taken. Candidates must 
also rank in the upper 35% of their 
class--sophomore, junior, or senior--
and must have completed at least 
three semesters or five quarters of 
college work. Graduate students 
may also be elected to 
membership upon completion of 
two graduate courses in Spanish 
with an average which, if 
continued, will make them eligible 
for a graduate degree. 

With more than 570 chapters 
nationwide and its national office 
at The College of Charleston in 
Charleston, South Carolina, Sigma 

Delta Pi is a member of the 
Association of College Honor 
Societies, the nation’s only 
certifying agency for college and 
university honor societies.  

On May 27th Gamma Psi, CSU-
LA’s local Sigma Delta Pi chapter 
held a ceremony to induct 16 new 
active members. The ceremony 
marked the joyous culmination of 
a year in which the chapter’s 
student officers and its Faculty 
Advisor (Professor Maria Márquez) 
achieved the reinstatement of the 
organization as a fully recognized 
student organization on campus.  

Professor Márquez, and three 
of the chapter’s officers: 
Juancarlos Roque (vice president), 
Suzette González (treasurer), and 
Victoria Harding (archivist) 
conducted the ceremony and 

Group of students newly initiated on May 27, 2011. From left to right: Carlos G. Fletes-López, Felix García, Oksana Godoy, Angélica 
Gómez, Leslie Martínez, Víctor Martínez, María Luiza Mendoza, Jerry Olague, Martha Orellana, Priscilla Oviedo-Johnson, Manuela 

Peñaloza and Verónica Ramírez. Missing from the picture are Daysi Alcántara, Liliana Arcos, Norma Mellín and Stephanie Razo 

Continued on page 7 
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were happy to welcome the 
following new members: Daysi 
Alcántara, Liliana Arcos, Carlos G. 
Fletes-López, Felix García, Oksana 
Godoy, Angélica Gómez, Leslie 
Martínez, Víctor Martínez, Norma 
Mellín, María Luiza Mendoza, Jerry 
Olague, Martha Orellana, Priscilla 
Oviedo-Johnson, Manuela 
Peñaloza, Verónica Ramírez, 
Stephanie Razo.  

After the ceremony, there was 
a fraternity dinner attended by the 
inductees, their families and 
friends, and other chapter 

members. They were also joined 
by Honorary President of Sigma 
Delta Pi, Professor Domnita 
Dumitrescu, and by CSU-LA 
alumna and former Sigma Delta Pi 
officer Miriam Boada, who is 
currently a professor at Mount San 
Antonio College. Once the guests 
had finished their dinner, Professor 
Márquez made a few welcoming 
remarks and introduced the 
evening’s guest speaker, Professor 
Dumitrescu, the Sigma Delta Pi 

Honorary President, , who 
addressed the new members, 
reminding them of their role as 
ambassadors of the Spanish 
language and of the privileges 
associated with being active 
members of the prestigious 
Hispanic Honor Society. She then 
read two texts, written by Elena 
Poniatowska and Sergio Ramírez 
respectively. The texts highlighted 
the beauty of the Spanish 
language and the richness and 

particularities of its use by Hispanic 
immigrants in the United States.  

At the end of the event, the 
chapter’s officers in attendance, 
along with Professor Márquez, 
gave Professor Dumitrescu a 
bouquet of flowers as a sign of 
appreciation and gratitude for all 
her help and counsel during the 
year, which made possible the 
organization of the May 27th 
ceremony. Professor Márquez then 
heartily thanked Juancarlos 
Roque, Suzette González, and 
Victoria Harding for all their hard 
work, and also expressed her 
gratitude towards Jardiel Ferreira, 
who was the chapter’s president 
during the 2010-2011 academic 
year, and Jorge Encinas, the 
chapter’s secretary. Due to 
unforeseen circumstances, Jardiel 
and Jorge could not participate in 
the event but their contributions to 
the chapter during the year were 
crucial and noteworthy.   

 

Maria Maquez, the Sigma Delta Adviser, with Domnita Dumitrescu, the Sigma Delta 
Pi honorary president, and two graduate students newly initiated on May 27, 2011: 

Norma Mellín (left) and Liliana Arcos (right) 

Maria Marquez, the  SDP adviser, conducting the initiation ceremony with two chapter 
officers: Victoria Harding (left) and Juancarlos Roque (right) 
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2011 Conference on Sor Juana 
Inés de la Cruz: Her Work, Colonial 
Mexico, and Spain’s Golden Age  

A famed poet and playwright, 
a celebrated intellectual, and a 
colonial nun, Sor Juana Inés de la 
Cruz embodied several 
contradictory cultural currents in 
seventeenth-century New Spain. 
Generally viewed as an anomaly 
within her own colonial society, Sor 
Juana has continued to intrigue, 
fascinate, and inspire readers and 
writers to this day. Self-taught in a 
Spanish kingdom grafted onto a 
Mesoamerican world, Sor Juana 
was spiritually formed by the 
cultural legacy of Classical 
Antiquity and Renaissance 
Neoplatonic hermeticism; 
moreover, she drank deeply from 
Jesuit humanism and scientific 
currents flowing into Colonial 
Mexico from a new world of 
ideas that had surpassed the 
declining reign of the last Spanish 
Habsburg, the “Bewitched” 
Charles II (1661-1700). 

The 2011 Conference on Sor 
Juana Inés de la Cruz proposed a 
close examination of her work—
her plays, her poems, and her 
prose—as well as the study of the 
politics, literature, religion and 
architectural art of Habsburg New 
Spain (1517-1700). Through Sor 
Juana’s life and work, the 
conference created an 
interdisciplinary forum to examine 
features in the history of Colonial 
Mexico that have remained 
neglected or isolated as the 
province of specialized fields.  

The conference took place 
with great success on May 13th 
and 14th at CSU-LA, bringing 
together renowned scholars from 
all over the country, who were 
joined by a large audience. 
Professor Maria Márquez, along 
with Aaron Sonnenschein and 
Romelia Salinas, was a member of 
the organizing committee led by 
distinguished professor of Chicano 
Studies Dr. Roberto Cantú. The 
conference was sponsored by the 
Center for Contemporary Poetry 
and Poetics, the Gigi Gaucher-
Morales Memorial Lectures Series, 
the College of Arts and Letters, 
the College of Natural and Social 
Sciences, and the Departments 
of Chicano Studies, English, Latin 
American Studies, and Modern 
Languages and Literatures. Also 
representing the faculty of the 
Department of Modern 
Languages was Professor Domnita 
Dumitrescu, who served as 
moderator for one of the 
conference’s sessions.   

Continued from page 7 

News from our former 
students in Spanish: 

Dr. Eduardo Cabrera 

Dr. Eduardo Cabrera, who 
received his MA in Spanish at 
CSULA in 1992, and is currently the 
Chair of the Department of 
Modern Languages at Millikin 
University, published  the book  
TEATRO BREVE PARA LA CLASE Y EL 
ESCENARIO (Gylden Edge, 2011). 
Designed for students who have 
taken basic Spanish language 
courses, this edition consists of 

seven one-act plays written by 
Eduardo Cabrera, along with 
exercises before and after each 
play. With different theatrical 
genres (dramas, comedies, etc.), 
the plays are about a variety of 
interesting topics: immigration, 

Continued on page 9 
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Dr. Jorge Mari 

Dr. Jorge Marí, who  earned  
his MA in Spanish from CSULA in 
1993 (and then his PhD from 
Cornell) and is currently Professor 
of Contemporary Spanish Cinema, 
Literature and Cultural Studies at 
North Carolina State University, 
edited, in collaboration with 
Carlos X. Ardavín Trabanco, from 
Trinity University, the book entitled 
Ventanas sobre el Atlántico: 
Estados Unidos –España durante el 
postfranquismo (1975-2008), 
Valencia UP, 2011, pp.259.  

As the title suggests, this 
interdisciplinary  book examines 
the representations, interactions,  
and relationships between Spain 
and the United States in the period 
mentioned above, in the fields of 
literature, cinema, politics, 
historiography, cultural studies, and 
music. Its main objective is to open 
an academic dialogue between 
the two cultures and to promote 
new debates from innovative 
perspectives. Warm 
congratulations to Jorge, whom 
we fondly remember here as one 
of our most brilliant graduate 
students. 

THE LANGUAGE MIRROR  
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communication, discrimination, 
media, etc. It aims to promote 
active communication among 
students. The text is ideal for 
instructors who use a 
communicative approach to 
teaching. It can be used for 
different courses like: Spanish 
conversation, drama, literature, 
and even a theater practicum. 
The plays are easy to produce for 
the class and the stage! 
 

He is also the creator  of a 
weekly radio show in Spanish, 
“Español en Acción.” The program 
consists of news and 
commentaries about the current 
situation in Latin America, Spain 
and the US, interviews and music 
from those countries. It airs every 
Wednesday from 8 to 9 pm (US 
Central Time), and can be 
accessed  online: 
www.millikin.edu/wjmu 
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