
Chemistry 480 Winter 2006  Seminar Topics and Procedures 
 
Groups: you will form groups of at least two and no more than three presenters. You will 
make your own decisions as to the groups. You will also make the decisions as to how 
your group proceeds, but each group member must deliver part of the presentation. 
 
Timetable: Choose your groups and your topic by Feb. 22, 2006, and ensure that both are 
recorded by HG. Have a group leader give HG a brief typewritten abstract or outline of 
your talk, together with leading references by March 3. This should be on one side of a 
single sheet of paper, and will be duplicated for the class. HG will inform the class by 
March 1 of the date and order of presentations. The presentations will be given in week 
10 on March 6 and 8. Presentations should last about 20 minutes and visual aids 
(overheads, Power Point) are recommended. 
 
Grading: The talks will be letter graded by all class members present and by the 
instructor. All graders’ judgments carry equal weight. In addition each group member 
will grade the contributions of the other group members in the preparation of the 
presentation. All grades will be confidential. Your individual grade will be the average of 
the class plus instructor’s grade for your group’s presentation and you're other group 
members’ evaluation of your contribution. 
 
 
Biographical subjects: must include a critical appraisal of contributions to chemistry. 
 
Arrhenius Berthollet Bunsen Black   
Butlerov Cannizzaro Chevreul Cavendish     
Joule  Gay Lussac Laurent Liebig 
Van't Hoff Woehler 
 
Topics: must be treated historically 
 
Spectral analysis (uv-vis) Sodium carbonate  
Inorganic stereochemistry Distillation 
Catalysis pre 1900  Bromine    
Thermometry   Kinetics before 1900      
Analytical balances  Sulfuric acid  
Fluorine 
 
Other biographies and topics may be possible, but you must justify your choice to HG 
and show some command of the reference literature. 
 


