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Daily 40 Hall of Fame!  Congratulations to these writers! 

British philosopher Joseph Priestly was known for his contributions towards science through his 

discovery of oxygen and other gases, invention of soda water, and numerous writings on electricity and 

theories. Priestly supported the idea of phlogiston, a fire like element, and disagreed with the ideas 

posed by chemist Antoine Lavoisier.   --Tokunbo 

 

Joseph Priestley(1733–1804) was a British chemist. He was a believer of phlogiston theory, which 

supports the existence of phlogiston, an element contained in combustible materials, that is supposedly 

released during combustion. Priestley invented soda water(seltzer), isolated oxygen gas, and perfected 

the pneumatic trough, an apparatus used to collect gases.  --Jaya 

 

Living from 1733-1804 in England, Joseph Priestley studied gases such as carbon monoxide. He 

improved the pneumatic trough, an apparatus designed to trap gases. For an experiment, Priestley 

heated mercuric oxide and isolated the oxygen released. However, he mistook oxygen for 

dephlogisticated air, because he observed that it supported combustion.  --Christine 

 

Joseph Priestly was born in 1733 in Britain and died in 1804.  He is mainly credited for having discovered 

several “airs,” most notably “dephlogisticated air” or oxygen and was the first to isolate it in its gaseous 

state.  He also invented soda water and wrote about electricity.  --Alanna  

 

Joseph Priestly, born 1733, was a minister turned scientist. In his chemical reactions, he collected gases 

from his flask by sealing and connecting it to an inverted bottle of liquid. With this method, he isolated 

gaseous oxygen, which he called "dephlogisticated air," or air without phlogiston.  --Andrew  

 

18th century British scientist and philosopher Joseph Priestley published writings on electricity; invented 

soda water; discovered anhydrous hydrochloric acid, nitric oxide, nitrous oxide, ammonia, and most 

notably, oxygen; in his experiments, he often used a pneumatic trough, a piece of apparatus used to collect 

gas from a liquid.  --Chantal 

 

Joseph Priestley of 18th century England discovered and isolated gases (most notably, oxygen, or 

“dephlogisticated air”), invented carbonated water, utilized eudiometry, studied electrical conductivity, 

and identified plant respiration and photosynthesis.  His discoveries expanded the scientific community’s 

understanding of gases and electricity.   --Dawy 

 

Joseph Priestley (1733-1804) was born at Fieldhead, England. He did many experiments with gases. In 

order to test gases he attempted to trap gases by perfecting “Pneumatic trough”, a simple device to store 

gases. His discovery of oxygen helps chemistry to move forward to the right direction.  --Dee Dee 

 

Joseph Priestly was an 18th century British chemist, popularly known as the discoverer of oxygen. He had 

many experiments that involved gases; he even invented the pneumatic trough which is used to collect 

gases. Through his experiments he influenced chemistry, and even managed to discover 8 other gases.   

--Denise 

 

Joseph Priestly lived in Britain from 1733 to 1804. His many discoveries included carbon dioxide and 

nitrous oxide. He also isolated oxygen, a very important gas on the periodic table. His work on isolating 

gases from the air led future scientists to discover more about gases all around.  --Eric 
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Priestly was a scientist who lived from 1733 to 1804. He is credited for the discovery of oxygen and was 

also the inventor of “soda water”. He discovered several airs (which were actually just gasses) and 

worked with electricity. He was eventually led to isolation within the scientific community.  --Eyad 

 

Joseph Priestly, born in 1733 in Yorkshire, experimented frequently with what we call oxygen, nitric 

oxide, and nitrogen. He distinguished himself as a pneumatic chemist, based on an understanding of 

properties of gases and their relation to chemical reactions and the composition of matter.   --Gennelle 

 

The English scientist Joseph Priestly lived from 1733-1804 and devoted himself to science under 

Benjamin Franklin’s influence. Priestly worked with gases and perfected the pneumatic trough, an 

instrument used to trap gases. He trapped oxygen by heating mercury oxide, but called it dephlogisticated 

air when really oxygen was being released.  --Isaac 

 

Joseph Priestly (1733 – 1804) was a British scientist who discovered oxygen. Priestly was able to isolate 

oxygen as a gas and as a result, opened the door for new advances in chemistry. He called it 

dephlogisticated air because in his experiments, he used water and it did not burn.  --Jeff 

 

Priestly was the first to publish his discovery of oxygen, two years after if was actually discovered in 

1772. He dissolved hydrochloric acid and sulfuric acid in 1775. He described several gases such as carbon 

dioxide, carbon monoxide, and sulfur dioxide as "dephlogisticated air". "Dephlogisticated air" was later 

renamed oxygen.  --Julia 

 

Joseph Priestley (1733–1804) was born in Birstall. Because of his phlogiston theory, he was credited for 

the discovery of oxygen and several other gases. Joseph also published over 150 works, like his work 

called Experiments and Observation on Different Kinds of Air.  --Karen 

 

Joseph Priestly lived from 1733 to 1804 in Britain. During his lifetime, Priestly discovered several gasses, 

best known for isolating oxygen. He studied oxidation, photosynthesis, and carbon monoxide. He 

believed in the existence of three types of air: alkaline (ammonia), acid (HCl), and fixed (O2).   --Katy 

 

British chemist, Joseph Priestly lived from 1733-1804. Unlike other chemists, he had accounted for the 

release of gases in chemical reactions and had discovered and expaned our knowledge of the properties of 

many gases. He discovered/produced oxygen by heating mercuric oxide proving that air was not an 

element.  --Tatiana  

 

In 1774 Joseph Priestly made a significant contribution to science by isolating dephlogisticated air 

(oxygen) by heating mercuric oxide and capturing the gas with a sealed glass vessel.  He also found that 

graphite was conductive, identified the properties of carbon dioxide (and various other gases), and 

invented the soda pop.  --Victoria 

 

Joseph Priestly lived from March 13, 1733- February 6, 1804 in Great Britain.  He is best known as the 

discoverer of oxygen (he isolated dephlogistated air.)  Another one of his accomplishments is the 

pneumatic trough.  This allowed gases that are water soluble to be collected successfully over mercury.  --

Yulan 


