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American Literature Association Call for Proposals 

The Emerson Society will sponsor two panels at the annual meeting of the American Literature 

Association, to be held in Washington, D.C. from May 22-25, 2014. For information about the 

conference, see www.americanliterature.org. 

 

Emerson and the Business World 

Emerson’s published writings and private correspondence show a deep concern for the 

encroaching market revolution while also reflecting his lifelong fascination with the world of 

business. Despite his overt misgivings toward the free market in his works, Emerson admired 

business moguls and financiers such as Samuel Ward and others who would rank among his 

closest and longest lasting friends and associates. The Emerson Society invites new research on 

any aspect of Emerson and the business world to illuminate this complex and vital aspect of his 

life, thought, and career. We welcome fresh approaches toward Emerson’s paradoxical and 

shifting sense of the promise of the free market and the threat of its corrosion of moral character. 

Papers might address how Emerson’s concerns for career management, vocational aspiration, 

ambition, and commercial corruption intersected with his core ideas. E-mail 300 word abstracts 

to David Dowling (david-dowling@uiowa.edu) by Jan. 15, 2014. Membership in the Emerson 

Society is required of presenters.  

 

Emerson’s Later Career 

During the eventful later stages of his career, Emerson would travel extensively, keeping pace 

with his ever-expanding lecture circuit while taking on new editorial and writing projects. The 

Emerson Society welcomes papers on Emerson’s shifting concerns, attitudes, and activities that 

would describe the arc of his later career. Papers might address Emerson’s self-awareness of his 

own legacy and concern for the commemoration of transcendentalism. Consideration might be 

given to Emerson’s last major projects such as Parnassus, the colossal poetry anthology he 

amassed, and other achievements that would animate his final professional endeavors. E-mail 

300 word abstracts to David Dowling (david-dowling@uiowa.edu) by Jan. 15, 2014. 

Membership in the Emerson Society is required of presenters.  

 

 

Emerson Society Graduate Student Travel Award 
This award provides up to $750 of travel support to present a paper on one of the Emerson 

Society panels at the American Literature Association annual meeting or the Thoreau Society 

Annual Gathering. Graduate students interested in applying should submit their abstracts by Jan. 

15, 2014 to David Dowling (david-dowling@uiowa.edu) and indicate their desire for 

consideration. 


