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LANGUAGE AREA NEWS (continued) 

Spanish Events 
 
The Fall 2009 meeting of the AATSP 

Southern California Chapter 

successfully took place on October 

24th, 2009 at CSULA. Hosted by the 

College of Arts and Letters and the 

Department of Modern Languages 

and Literatures, the event was 

organized by Professor Domnita 

Dumitrescu in collaboration with 

Professors Elena Retzer and Pablo 

Baler. For the complete conference 

program, see: 
http://sites.google.com/site/aatspsocal/Ho

me/program-fall-2009-meeting. 

  

The 2010 Conference on Octavio Paz: 

World Civilizations, Modernity and 

Octavio Paz: A Plurality of Pasts and 

Futures, was held on campus on May 

14-15, 2010 with great success. In the 

well attended event,which was free 

and open to the public, faculty 

members from CSULA were joined by 

scholars from all over the country, and 

from México, Canada, and Japan, to 

celebrate the great Mexican poet’s 

legacy.  The conference was co-

sponsored by the Department of 

Modern Languages, and Professors 

Domnita Dumitrescu and Pablo Baler 

served as moderators in two of the 

sessions, and Professor Dumitrescu- 

who was one of the co-organizers of 

the conference-also presented a 

paper entitled “La búsqueda de la 

poesía plural y plurilingüe en Octavio 

Jardiel Ferreyra, Ivett Romo, and 

Cristina Sánchez, among others, have 

worked very hard in successful 

endeavors such as fundraisings, and  

organizing cultural events in 

collaboration with faculty members 

and students of the Department of 

Modern Languages and student 

organizations.  She would like to 

underscore that AEE has worked very 

hard in creating links with the Spanish 

club at UCLA, and with students of 

Spanish at Cal Poly Pomona.  Besides 

the various cultural events and the 

2010 Spanish poetry contest, AEE has 

shown a strong commitment to the 

Latino community and to fellow 

students as several members currently 

volunteer at the Center for Latino 

Literacy. Money collected from 

fundraisings will be used to offer 

$300.00 to a student of Spanish at 

CSULA.  It has been a pleasure for 

Professor Marín to work with such an 

active and committed group of 

students. 

 
 -  Sigma Delta Pi 
 
Established in 1919 at the University of 

California, Berkeley, the Hispanic 

Honor Society Sigma Delta Pi honors 

those who have completed three 

years of study of college-level Spanish, 

including at least three semester hours 

of a course in Hispanic literature or 

Hispanic culture and civilization, with a 

minimal grade point average of 3.0 in 

all Spanish courses taken. Candidates 

must also rank in the upper 35 percent 

of their class--sophomore, junior, or 
senior-- and must have completed 

 

Paz.” The conference program as well 

as information on the participants can 

be found at: 

http://conferenceonoctaviopaz.blogs

pot.com/2009/10/2010-conference-

on-octavio-paz.html 
 
Otras voces: identidades en la 

frontera sur de California 

(Testimonios), an event organized by 

Professor Alejandro Solomianski, with 

undergraduate students Sofia Wolhein 

and Marisol Montaño, took place on 

campus on May 20,  2010. Otras 

voces, a compilation of testimonial 

narratives, aims to highlight how 

“hegemonic discourse is deaf to the 

echoes of genuine borderland 

identities. Allowing these other voices 

to be heard, Otras voces addresses 

the ways in which identities and 

experiences are configured in the 

southern California border. Identities 

that are presupposed and distorted 

by the media.” The event was 

presented by Latin American Studies, 

the Department of Modern 

Languages and Literatures, and AEE 

(the Association of Students of 

Spanish). Some of the contributors to 

the project include Jacqueline 

Martínez, Estela Sánchez Márquez, 

Norma Sánchez Márquez, Michael 

Westbrook and Rocío Elena Cruz.  

 

AEE - Asociación de Estudiantes de 

Español: 
 
As advisor to AEE (Asociación de 

Estudiantes de Español) Professor 

Paola Marín commends the work of 

the president (Raul Gonzalez), the 

vice-president (Heriberto Orea), and 

congratulates all officers and 

members of this student organization.  

continued from Part One, page 8 
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at least three semesters or five 

quarters of college work. Graduate 

students may also be elected to 

membership upon completion of two 

graduate courses in Spanish with an 

average which, if continued, will 

make them eligible for a graduate 

degree.  
 
With 567 chapters nationwide and its 

national office at The Citadel in 

Charleston, South Carolina, Sigma 

Delta Pi is a member of the 

Association of College Honor 

Societies, the nation’s only certifying 

agency for college and university 

honor societies.  

 

After a two-year hiatus, our Sigma 

Delta Pi local chapter, “Gamma Psi” 

(which was founded in 1954, as 

chapter number 95), resumed its 

activity by organizing an initiation 

ceremony, followed by the traditional 

fraternity dinner of its old and new 

members. The ceremony took place 

on April 9, 2010 and the following 17 

students were inducted as active 

members: Olivia Aguilar, Brian K.  

Bennitt, Jorge A. Encinas, Jardiel  

Ferreyra, Paola  Gómez, Mee 

Elizabeth González, Suzette  

González,Victoria  Harding, Esther M. 

Hernández, Ana Cecilia Iraheta, 

Miriam  Monroy, María  Isabel  

Oliveros, Heriberto A. Orea, Dulce E. 

Pichardo, Manrique  Ramírez, 

Juancarlos H. Roque, and  Ivett  Romo 

Verdín. Spanish professors Pablo Baler 

and María Fernanda (Maya) Márquez 

were inducted as honorary members 

of the chapter. Also, graduate 

student Moisés Albarrán was awarded 

the prestigious Gabriela Mistral Prize 

for his outstanding academic 

achievements and active 

participation in the chapter’s life. 

 

The fraternity dinner was attended by 

the chapter’s members, their families 

and friends, as well as Spanish 

professors and a number of alumni 

who are now teaching Spanish at 

colleges in the area. During the event, 

professor Manuel Castillejos, chair of 

the Department of Modern 

Languages at Mount San Antonio 

College, was distinguished with the 

Order of the Discoverers in recognition 

of his exemplary efforts to promote 

Hispanic culture in the US and  his 

sustained and active involvement in 

all the major cultural events of our 

Department.  

 

Professor Dumitrescu, Honorary 

President of Sigma Delta Pi who acted 

as interim  adviser of the chapter in 

2009- 2010, made a few welcoming 

remarks and  ackowledged the  

financial support  from emeritus 

professor Alfredo Morales, member of 

the Order of the Discoverers, and  

Theater Arts Professor José Cruz 

González, an honorary member of the  

chapter. She recognized those, in the 

audience, including Cuban poet and 

essayist Néstor Díaz de Villegas, and 

ended her talk by reading some 

passages from the writings of Elena 

Poniatowska and Álvaro Mutis, 

praising the beauty and the richness 

of the Spanish language.  

 

At the end of the dinner, while the 

attendees were eating a delicious 

cake with the inscription 

“Congratulations, Sigma Delta Pi,” 

there was a musical program, which 

included three Spanish songs by 

longstanding chapter member Luis 

Moreno, several Hispanic “big hits” 

such as “Bésame” and “Granada,” 

and the aria of Don Quijote from 

“Man of La Mancha”. Many students 

had enthusiastic comments about this 

event, and many more expressed the 

desire to join the chapter next year, 

when a new initiation ceremony will 

take place.  

 

 

 
continued on page 3 

 Graduate and undergraduate students 

take part in the Sigma Delta Pi 

induction ceremony 

 

 
Professors Manuel Castillejos and 

Domnita Dumitrescu with graduate 

student and Gabriela Mistral prize 

winner Moisés Albarrán 

 

 Inductees with their families and friends 

before the ceremony 

 



 

 

 

continued from page 2 

Modern Languages and Literatures                                                                   Part Two, Page 3 

continued  on page 4 

 

 

 

NEWS ABOUT PAST AND PRESENT STUDENTS 
 

 Eduardo Cabrera, who  

earned his MA in 

Spanish in 1992, was 

promoted to full 

professor of modern 

languages at Millikin 

University in Illinois. 

Congratulations, Eduardo! 

 

Congratulations to Ana Cecilia 

Iraheta, one of this year’s Spanish MA 

graduates, who was offered 

admission to five doctoral programs in 

linguistics. She is pursuing her doctoral 

studies at the University of Minnesota, 

with the assistance of a generous 

funding package. Ana Cecilia will 

receive full tuition paid and a $5000 

first year research stipend. She will also 

hold a teaching assistantship.   

 

Brian Benitt also deserves to be 

congratulated on winning the Carter 

Modern Language Essay Prize for his 

essay entitled “The Dual Language 

Development of Spanish-Speaking 

Children in the United States.” The 

prize is awarded to the student 

submitting the best-written essay in 

English on any topic related to the 

study of languages other than English. 

Brian presented the winning essay, 

written while he was an 

undergraduate student in the Spanish 

B.A program, at the Fall 2009 meeting 

of the AATSP Southern California 

Chapter, hosted by the College of 

Arts and Letters and the Department 

of Modern Languages and Literatures 

on October 24, 2009. He is currently a 

graduate student in CSULA’s Spanish 

M.A program.  

 

SPANISH FACULTY ACTIVITIES 

 
PROFESSOR DOMNITA DUMITRESCU 

Domnita Dumitrescu published the 

chapter “Estrategias de cortesía y 

gestión de imagen en entrevistas con 

jóvenes caribeños in “Estudios sobre 

lengua, sociedad y cultura:  

homenaje a Diana Bravo, ed. by 

Nieves Hernández-Flores and Maria 

Bernal, Stockholm University:  

Department of Spanish, Portuguese 

and Latin American Studies, 2009, 

pp.78-106 (available at http://su.diva-

portal.org/smash/record.jsf?pid=diva2

:235240). She also published “Sobre la 

atenuación cortés en español y 

rumano: unas estrategias comunes” 

in Actes du XXV-e Congrès 

International de Linguistique et 

Philologie Romanes (Innsbruck, 3-8 

septembre 2007), ed. by Maria Iliescu, 

Heidi Siller-Runggaldier and Paul 

Danler, vol. IV, Berlin, De Gruyter, 

2010, pp.371-388. Her contribution to 

the volume Building Communities and 

Making Connections, ed. by Susana 

Rivera-Mills and Juan Antonio Trujillo, 

entitled: “Spanglish: An Ongoing 

Controversy” is in print at Cambridge 

Scholars Publishing, pp. 136-167. As for 

her article “Rum. Cică vs. esp. Dizque: 

Valencias polifónicas e 

intertextuales”, it has been accepted 

for publication in the volume  

Polifonía e intertextualidad en el 

diálogo, ed. by Clara Ubaldina Lorda, 

to be published as Oralia 6 Annex by 

Arco/Libros, Madrid. Another  article, 

“Cortesía ritual en español y rumano: 

el caso de los deseos”, was invited for 

contribution in a special issue of 

Español Actual, ed. by Catalina 

Fuentes, has been submitted.  Her 

review of Enciclopedia del español 

en los Estados Unidos (ed. by H. 

López-Morales and published by the 

Cervantes Institute in collaboration 

with Santillana) appeared in Hispania 

93.1 (2010), pp. 158-159.  

 

Domnita Dumitrescu presented her 

paper “Rum. Cică  vs. esp. Dizque: 

valencias polifónicas e intertextuales” 

at the 12th Conference on Dialogue 

Analysis, September 15-18, 2009, 

Barcelona, Spain, and spoke about 

“La polifonía de dizque en el español 

americano” at the Fall 2009 meeting 

of the Southern California Chapter of 

the American Association of Teachers 

of Spanish and Portuguese, hosted by 

California State University, Los Angeles, 

on  October 24, and organized by her, 

in collaboration with Elena Retzer and 

Pablo Baler. She also presented the 

paper “La búsqueda de la poesía 

plural y plurilingüe en Octavio Paz” at 

the 2010 Conference on Octavio Paz: 

World Civilizations, Modernity and 

Octavio Paz: A Plurality of Pasts and 

Futures,” held May 14-15 at CSULA. 

Professor Dumitrescu was one of the 

co-organizers of this conference, at 

which she also moderated a session.  

 

She also moderated sessions at the 

12th Annual Latino Book and Family 

Festival, organized on our campus in 

October 2009, and at the International 

Conference on Professional 

Communication, entitled “Workplace 

across Languages and Cultures,” held 

in Brasov, Romania  on May 21-23, 

2010. Professor Dumitrescu is a 

member of the Scientific Committee 

of this conference, and, as such, is 

working on the publication of the 

conference proceedings. She also 

organized and chaired a session on 

“Forms of Address in the Hispanic 

World” at the 2009 Annual Meeting of 

the American Association of Teachers 

of Spanish and Portuguese 

(Albuquerque, New Mexico, July 8-12).  
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She had a paper presented at the 

2010 Annual meeting of this 

organization, held in Guadalajara, 

México, July 7-12, and a paper  

accepted for presentation at the 26th 

International Congress of Romance 

Linguistics and Philology, held in 

Valencia (Spain), September 6-11, 

2010. After the congress, she was 

invited to give a lecture at the niversity 

of Alicante (Spain). 

 

Professor Dumitrescu continued her 

work during her second year term on 

the Executive Council of the American 

Association of Teachers of Spanish 

and Portuguese, participating in all 

the decision-making of the 

organization and serving on the adh-

hoc committees  to review the bi-laws 

and to select the 2010 AATSP 

awardees. She completed her first 

term on the  Cal State Senate, and 

she served as interim adviser for the 

Gamma Psi Chapter of the Hispanic 

Honor Society Sigma Delta Pi in Spring 

2010.  

 

Professor Dumitrescu was interviewed 

live by Rubén Luengas from 

Telemundo (Channel 52) in 

connection with the Latino Book and 

Family Festival, and an extensive 

interview which she gave during the 

2008 MLA Convention in San Francisco 

to Maria-Sabina Draga Alexandru 

appeared  in a volume entitled 

“Cultura românească în perspectivă 

transatlantică: Interviuri” [Romanian 

culture from a transatlantic 

perspective: Interviews], published by 

the University of Bucharest Press 

(Bucharest, 2009, pp. 51-59). 

 

In addition, Professor Dumitrescu 

deserves congratulations for having 

been elected  Honorary President of 

the National Collegiate Hispanic 

Honor Society Sigma Delta Pi. 

According the the press release sent 

to the University in January 2010, “Her 

outstanding advocacy of Sigma Delta 

Pi and her ongoing accomplishments 

in academic leadership earned her 

this exclusive recognition that prior to 

2009 had only been granted to 12 

other Hispanists during the Society’s 

90-year history. Professor Dumitrescu, 

along with Dr. Susan Carvalho of the 

University of Kentucky, will be the first 

female Honorary Presidents of Sigma 

Delta Pi when they are formally 

appointed during the Society’s 

Triennial Convention in Guadalajara, 

Mexico, on July 12, 2010. Professor 

Gerardo Piña-Rosales, President of the 

North American Academy of the 

Spanish Language (www.anle.us), will 

be the other Honorary President 

appointed next summer. 

 

A 45-minute  interview with Professor 

Dumitrescu, in which, among other 

things, she talked about the attitudes 

of the academic community 

toward the language variety know as 

Spanglish in the US, was aired on June 

13 on the Romanian radio station 

România actualităţi (Romanian 

News). 

 

Professor Dumitrescu was also elected 

as a collaborator of the North-

American Academy of the Spanish 

Language (www.anle.us), which is 

affiliated with the Spanish Royal 

Academy, and one of the 22 

members of the Association of 

Academies of the Spanish 

Languages. It is located in New York 

and is “a non-profit educational 

organization whose purpose is to 

promote Hispanic publishing through 

academic and professional contacts, 

to facilitate research efforts, and to 

give recognition to excellence.” 

Professor Dumitrescu will work with the 

members of the commission on the 

study of Spanish in the US. 

 

PROFESSOR PAOLA MARÍN 
Professor Marín has participated in 

various academic activities since last 

spring.  She continued working as 

editor of KARPA journal.  The last two 

issues (summer 2009 and winter 2010) 

included articles on theater, visual arts, 

film, performance art, popular culture, 

and visual anthropology by professors 

and artists from Brazil, Colombia, 

Portugal, Mexico, and Cuba (see 

http://www.calstatela.edu/misc/karpa

/Karpa-A/Site%20Folder/index.html).  

She would like to highlight that the 

winter 2010 issue was the result of a 

long-term collaboration with papel de 

colgadura, a journal edited by 

professors from the Humanities 

Department at ICESI University (Cali, 

Colombia). It must also be mentioned 

that MA student Victoria Harding 
published a review of a Mexican 

theater show (Fraudestein) in the 

summer 2009 issue. 

 

Professor Marín also attended the 

international congress organized by 

the Hemispheric Institute of Culture 

and Politics of NYU, which took place 

in Bogotá, Colombia, in September 

2009.  After attending the conference, 

she published a review of 

Deambulancias-a performance by 

feminist theater collective La máscara. 

The review appeared on the 6.2 issue 

of the electronic journal of the 

Hemispheric Institute (see 

http://hemi.nyu.edu/hemi/en/e-

misferica-62).  She also submitted a 

review of San Francisco-based artist 

Violeta Luna's performance piece 

entitled NK-603, Action for performer 

and e-corn to Gestos (journal of 

Hispanic Theater at UC Irvine). 

 

In winter and spring 2010, Professor 

Marín coordinated three well 

attended cultural events with the 

support of an IRA grant, entitled 

Gender and Sexualities in Latin 

America, and the Asociación de 

Estudiantes de Español.  The first one  

 
continued  on page 5 
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was a lecture and film prsentation by 

Alejandra Sanchez.  Mrs. Sanchez is 

the co-director of a documentary on 

the murders of women in Ciudad 

Juárez, titled Under Juarez, the City 

Devouring Its Daughters (Bajo Juárez: 

la ciudad devorando a sus hijas).  

 

 The second event was a multimedia 

talk with performance artist Violeta 

Luna.  Mrs. Luna is a Mexican 

performance artist who has toured 

the world as a solo artist and as part 

of the San Francisco arts collective La 

Pocha Nostra. She frequently 

collaborates in interdisciplinary 

projects with other artists, such as the 

theater collective Secos y mojados 

and dancer José Navarrete.   

 

The third event was a documentary 

presentation and conversation with 

theater and performance artist Elia 

Arce. Arce is an internationally known 

cultural activist working in a wide 

variety of media, including 

performance, experimental theater, 

film/video, writing, spoken word and 

installation. She is the recipient of the 

J. Paul Getty Individual Artist Award, 

The Rockefeller Foundation award, 

and a National Endowment for the 

Arts.  Mrs. Arce presented and 

commented on a film recently made 

about her work from 1999 to the 

present. 

 

Professor Marín has also been very 

active as part of the Advisory Board 

of Women's and Gender Studies, and 

the Latin American Studies program.  

She is currently working on a research 

article on Golden Age poetry. 
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